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NEW RECORDS OF PLANTS FOR INDIA: ORCHIDS II 


Dendrobium chrysotoxum Lindl. Bot. Reg. 1847 
Sub t.’ 19; FI. Brit. Ind. 5: 750, 1890. (Fig. 1). 
Epiphytes; stem clavate, grooved, about 12-24 cm 
long and 2.3-3 cm broad at the middle, smooth ; 
internodes 7-10, up to 4.5 cm long; leaves 2-6, sub¬ 
terminal, oblong to lanceolate, tip 2-fid, coriaceous, 
about 13-15x2-3.5 cm; racemes lateral from Jeafy 



Fig. I. Dendrobium chrysotoxum Lindl. : a. General habit, 
b. Arrangement of perianth, c. Pedicel and column, 
d. Lateral view of flower. 


or leafless stems, about 13-20 cm long, decurved ; 
flowers many (Fig. ia), scented, about 3-5-3*7 cm 
in diam., golden, lip with deep yellow blotch and 
reddish lines at the base; bracts smaH, triangular, 
acute, about 2 mm long; pedicel with about 3.3- 
3-8 cm long, (Figs, ic & id) yellow; sepals oblong, ob¬ 
tuse, 5-nerved, about 18-19x8-9 mm; petals broader 
oblong, obtuse, about 30 x 12 mm ; mentum round¬ 
ed, slightly incurved, about 3 mm long; lip orbi¬ 
cular, pubescent, base convolute, margin pectinate- 
ly fimbriate, retuse, about 21-23x23-25 mnr (Fig. 
ib ); column short and stout about 4 mm long, 
yellow. 

Flowering: May. Fruiting: September. 

Occurrence in Eastern India : Assam: Lushai 
Hills: Aijal, Deka without no.; Thiak, Deka with¬ 
out no.; Manipur, Deka without no. NEFA: Tirap 
Frontier Division: Niusa, Panigrahi 15050; Suban- 
&£ F.D.; Kimin, Panigrahi 19508. 

Distribution: Arracan and Burma. 


D. pendulum Roxb. FI. Ind. 3:484, 1832; FI. Brit. 

Ind. 5:741, 1890. 

Epiphytic; leaves not seen; stem stout, about 40 
cm long, internodes about 2-2.6 cm long, swollen 
at the top, nodes subglobose, about 2.5 cm across. 
Flowers lateral, 1-4-nate on the leafless stem, about 
6 cm across, white with, purple tips. Bract about 
2 cm long, straw coloured. Pedicel with ovary about 
4.6-5 cm long. Sepals linear oblong, subacute, about 
3.2 x 1.3 cm, lateral sepals slightly falcate. Petals 
much broader, acute, 3X 1.8 cm; lip orbicular, sub- 
cordate, pubescent, ciliolate, about 3.1 cm long and 
2.5 cm broad, tip retuse, purple, disk yellow, base 
of the lip dark purple, mentum obscure. Column 
short with a short foot. 

Flowering : April. 

Distribution: Lushai Hills, without Collector’s 
name, number and specific locality. 



Fig. 2. Coelogyne cornea Hook f. : General habit and fruit*. 
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Coelogyne camea Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 5: 838, 

1890. (Fig. 2). 

Epiphytic; pseudobulbs, fusiform, about 6-9 cm 
long, distantly placed on the stout rhizome ; two 
leaves per pseudobulb ; leaves petioled, petiole about 
3.5-5 cm long, lamina oblanceolate, acute, about 15- 
30 x 4-6 cm ; scape arising from the top of mature 
pseudobulbs, not sheathed either at the base or 
below the raceme, raceme about 6-15 flowered, about 
6-12 cm long, rachis zigzag ; pedicel about 10-15 mm! 
long; fruits elliptic, about 3-4 cm long. 

Fruiting : Jim e-December. 

Occurrence in Eastern India: Assam: K. & J. 
Hills: Nongkhlaw, Panigrahi 16262A; Mawsmai, 
Deka without no. Umling, Deka without no, Nong- 
poh, Deka 19235. 

Distribution : Perak. 
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Sarcochilus hystrix Reichb. f. in Walp. Ann. vi. 
500; Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 6:38, 1890. 

Epiphytes; pseudobulbs absent, stem 3-10 cm 
long, slender; leaves loriform, sessile, obtusely 2- 
lobed, about 3-7 x 0.9-1.2 cm; sheaths ribbed; ped¬ 
uncle slender, about 4-6 cm long, 2-3 sheathed ; cap¬ 
sule linear, straight, about 6 cm long, ribbed. 
Fruiting : February-May. 

Occurrence in Eastern India: Assam: K. & J. 
Hills: Sairang, Deka without no.; Cachar, through 
D.F.O. without no.; Lakhimpur, Deka without no. 
Distribution : Tenasserim, Java. 
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A NOTE ON THE NOMENCLATURE OF AMARANTHUS POLYGAMUS OF 
HOOKER'S FLORA OF BRITISH INDIA 


Hooker f. FI. Brit. Ind. 4:721, 1885,. described a 
species of Amaranthus under the name A. poly - 
gamus Linn. Amoen. Acad/ 4:294, 1759. This 
name has been accepted in almost all the Indian 
floras. The reference to Amoenitates Academicae 
as the valid publication of the name is incorrect 
since Linnaeus published this name earlier in Cen- 
turia Plantarum 1:32, 1755. The names in these 
two publications refer to the same taxon as the 
descriptions are exactly the same and based on the 
same type. 

In Flora Maleysiana 4:77, 1949, Baker gives the 
name A. poly gamus Linn, ,as a synonym of A. tri¬ 
color Linn. Sp. PI. 989, 1753. The taxon which goes 
under the name of A. poly gamus in the Indian 
floras can be distinguished from A. tricolor Linn, 
by the following key: 

Prostrate herbs ; clusters of flowers all axillary ; tepals suddenly 
acute and shorter than the utricle, awned, awns shorter than 
the leafy part of the tepal; bracteoles shorter than the tepals 
and utricle. 

A. polygamus auct. plur. non Linn. et. Roxb. 

Erect herb up to i^m high ; flowers clustered in axils and 
forming, a terminal* interrupted spike ; tepals overtopping the 
utricle, awned, awns as long as or longer than the tepals; brac- 
teoles longer than the tepals and utricle. A, tricolor Linn. 

The question arises as to what should be the 


correct name of the taxon under consideration? 
Hook. f. loc. cit. refers, under synonymy, to a, “A. 
polygonoides Roxb. FI. Ind. 3:602”. There is no 
such validly published name as Roxburgh himself 
cites as the authority “Willd.”, that is, Willden- 
ow’s edition of Species Plantarum ; hence, by in¬ 
ference the same as the original name of Linnaeus,, 
namely A. polygonoides Linn. FI. Jam. Pugill.2:27, 
1759. Therefore, the nomenclature of the plant 
shall be: 

Amaranthus polygonoides Linn. FI. Jam. Pugili. 
2:27, 1759; Amoen. 5:389, 1760; Persoon, Syn. 
2:560, 1807; Willd. Sp. PI. 4:389, 1805; Roxb. 
FI. Ind. 3:602, 1832 ; Wight Icon, t, 512 & 517, 
1842. A. polygamus auct. plur. non Linn., et 
Roxb. A. blitum var. polygonoides Moq. in DC. 
Prodr. 13 (2):263, 1849. ienuijolius Wall. Cat. 
6893E, 1832 nom. nud .Amblogyna polygonoides 
Dalz. & Gibs. Bomb. FI. 219, 1861. Albersia 
polygama Boiss. FI. Orient. 4:991, 1875. Euxolus 
polygamus Moq. in DC. Prodr. 13 (2)1272, 1849 ; 
Thwaites Enum. 248, 1861 excl. syn. Amblogyne. 

Hooker f. loc. cit. described a variety under this 
taxon. A new combination becomes necessary for 
the variety. 




